Chasing their Dreams :
by Lisa James
A rodeo is a sport which originally arose out of the working practices of cattle herding. These days
there are several events in which cowboys compete. The official association dedicated to rodeos
is called the PRCA: Professional Rodeo Cowboys
Association (www.prorodeo.org). The competition events during a professional rodeo are: all
around, bareback, steer wrestling, team roping
(headers), team roping (heelers), saddle bronc
riding, tie-down roping, steer roping and bull riding. Stetson Herrera of Albuquerque is currently
ranked 28th in the top 50 PRCA world standings
going into 2008.
Rodeos are reported to have originally begun
in Mexico. The Spanish word rodear means to
round up or encircle. This practice began with
the spring birth of calves that needed to be rounded up, sorted and branded. The efficiency with
which this was performed was determined by the
skill of the cowboy.

The cowboy would exhibit
this skill under the daily
workings of a ranch but later
became a spectacle due to the
commercialization of the event.
Today, rodeo cowboys try to
make their living by competing
for prize money.
Working ranch rodeo events are slightly different. They exhibit skills used on a working
ranch. The events are: all around, top hand, ranch
bronc riding, team doctoring, team penning, wild
cow milking and team branding. A few working
ranches from New Mexico compete regionally to
win titles that will enable them to compete in the
World Championship competition in November
of each year in Amarillo, Texas.
A couple of ranches that attended in 2007
were Rainbow Ranch from Deming, NM and
Hatchet Ranch from Hatchita, NM. Hatchet
Ranch, established in 1880, took second place
as the all around ranch team in the 2007 World
Championship. The Hatchet Ranch is located at
the base of the Hatchet Mountains in the boot
heel of New Mexico. It was established in 1880 by
Carl Stanley as a crossing for Mexican cattle and
joins the Mexican border for 24 miles. The ranch
was owned by the Everhart family from 1902 to
1995. The Petersons now own it and run a crossbred herd on its 250 sections. They have a herd of
Corriente cattle and a small band of broodmares.
Team Members include: Ace Peterson, Kay Peterson, Andy Peterson, C.W. Morris, Shady Ward and
Ethan Crockett.
Rainbow Ranch, established in 1960, has
qualified for entry into the World Championship
three times and won the World
Championship title in 2005.
Rainbow Ranch was established
Near Deming in southern New
Mexico in the early 1960s by
Ross and Anita May. It is
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now owned and operated by daughter Merianne
Treadwell and son-in-law Kenny, who is also the
ranch manager, and their sons, Russ and Phil. The
May and Treadwell families are fifth-generation
ranchers in the Deming area. Team Members
include: Kenny Treadwell, Russ Treadwell, Phil
Treadwell, Seth Hyatt and Casey Hatley. Rainbow
Ranch is a cow/calf operation, so it should come
as no surprise that they were a major contender
for winning the Wild Cow Milking event. So
what is Wild Cow Milking you ask? Proficiency
in this event will make your mama proud. This
is a skill that is required, luckily not daily, to help
a new mother if there is a problem with her bag
after she has birthed a calf. In this event, not only
does a team of cowboys have to rope this cow,
but one lucky cowboy gets to extract enough milk
from the cow into a bottle and run to the fi nish
line in the fastest time. This can be dangerous because most wild cows are not interested in being
milked, but it is sure to make you laugh out loud!
Cowboys sure do have sense of humor!

New Mexico has many events
where young men and women
chase their dream of one day
becoming a professional
competitor.
They invest much time and money in honing
their skills while traveling from one event to the
other. The rodeo season in New Mexico generally
begins in April in various parts of the state and
continues well into October. The New Mexico
Rodeo Association (www.nmrodeo.org) lists all of
the rodeos and locations. Most of New Mexico’s
rodeos coincide with state and county fairs, holidays and local celebrations.

New Mexico has a Rodeo
Council whose goal is to study
how the state can develop and
support the sport of rodeo at
all levels. With its mission of
trying to attract competitive
rodeo events for the state, there
are several events that go on
throughout the spring and
summer to satisfy the avid
rodeo participant.
Here are some of the rodeos scheduled for
various locations in New Mexico for 2008. They
are all over the state so New Mexicans should get
out and support local competitors on their journey
to cinch the championship title of their dreams.
For the working ranches, each ranch qualifies for
entry into the championship event by winning a
regional ranch rodeo sometime during the year.
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N M Rodeos
NM
NMRA Co-Sanction

May 3-4

Sierra County Sheriff’s Posse Fiesta Rodeo
Truth or Consequences
NM - NMRA Co-Sanction

May 28-30

Wild West Days PRCA rodeo at Silver City,NM
TBA Chaves County Rodeo, Roswell, NM

June 6-7

Old Chisum Days Rodeo, Eastern New Mexico State
Fairgrounds, Roswell, NM

First week June

Pioneer Days and Rodeo, Clovis, NM

June 21-22

Rodeo de Taos, Taos, NM

July 3-6

53rd Annual Smokey Stampede, Lincoln County Fairgrounds, Capitan, NM

July 4-7

Mescalero Apache Ceremonial & Rodeo,

July 11-12

Working Ranch Cowboy Rodeo, Fort Sumner, NM

July 11-12

Rio Arriba County Rodeo, Abiquiu, NM

July 26-27

San Miguel County Sheriff’s Posse, Pecos, NM

July 25-26

Quay County 4H Rodeo and Horse Show,
Tucumcari, NM

August 9-10

Chama Days Rodeo, Chama, NM

August 15-16

Colfax County Fair Rodeo, Springer, NM

August

Clovis County Fair and PRCA Rodeo

August 22-23

NM Championship Ranch Rodeo, Roswell, NM

August 22-23

Otero County Fair Rodeo, Alamogordo, NM

August 22-23

Valencia County Sheriff’s Posse, Belen, NM

- &  
3AT  
3UN  

August 29-30

Socorro County Fair Rodeo, Socorro, NM

August 31-Sept 1

Prewitt Labor Day Rodeo, Prewitt, NM

Sept. 5-21

NM State Fair, Albuquerque, NM

October 9-11

NMRA Finals, Farmington, NM

November 13-16

13th Annual World Championship Ranch Rodeo,
Amarillo, TX
Old Photos: Bean Day Rodeo, Wagon Mound, New Mexico,
courtesy Library of Congress. (circa 1950)
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